Community and Town Councils in Wales
Annual Return for the Year Ended 31 March 2024

Yoo

Name of body: |

Accounting statements 2023-24 for:

Cyngor Cymlmed Llanfdethlu &: lenfwreg Cmﬁmmutv Council i

Year endmg

Notes and guldance ’

ks 31 March

2023
£

M March _
2024 - -

(®)

Please round:all figures to nearest £

‘Do not 1eave any boxes blank and report £0 or nil balances.
All figures must agree to the underlymg financmt records fer

Statement of income and expehdi_turefreee

ipts and payments

. the relavant year

1,

Batances brought - 12,571 _ 119700 Total baiances and reserves at the beglnnmg of the year as
forward . o : -~ 70 Jorecorded in the financial records Must agree to line 7 of the
_ : prewous year. :
2. (+#) Income frem 5,756 G,Oﬂﬁ' Total amount. of incorite ;ecewed/recewable in !he year from local
Iocai taxatiomlavy L _+. i laxation (precept) or ievy/comnbutton from prmcspai bodies,
(+) T otal other 1,900 : 19135 Tolel income or. recelpts recorded in the cashboek minus armounts
receipts . - S ‘Included in fine 2. lncludes support, -discretionary and revenue
L _ grants.
4. (-) Staff costs 2,250 : 3,()[}0 Total expenditef’e or payments madé to and on behalf of al
S T employees, Include salaries and wages, taxable allowances,
PAYE and NI {employees and employers), pension contributions
and termination costs Exctude relmbursement of out- of-pocket
. ol expenses.. '
5. {-)Loan g1 : '0 Totat expendnure or payments of capstal and mterest made durmg '
- interesi/capital S o the year o externat borrowung (sf any)
repayments. o . SR :
6. - (-) Total other 6,271 9,911 _Totai expendnture or payments as recorded in the cashbook minus
' payments o " : staff costs {line 4) and loan mteresilcapllal repayments (llne 5).
=3 Batances. 11,700 5’974'_ Total balances and reserves al the end of the year. Must equal
carned forward o _ o (1+2+3) (4+5+6)
Statement of balances o C '
8. (+) Debtors. R : -_(3" :!ncome and expenditure accounts only Enter the value of
_ : o _ ' debts owed to the body at the year~end
9. (+) Total cash and 11,700 5974 All accounts: The sum of all current and deposn{ bank accounts;
" invesiments R 7§ ‘cash holdings and investments hield at 31 March. This must
: agree with the reconciled cashbook balance as per the bank
. Co _reconciliation,
10. {-) Creditors . G Ni] 'Inceme and expendlture accounts only: Enter the value of
: .| monies owed by the body (excepi borrowmg) at the year-end
1. (=) Balances B 119700" ' ' "97;; Totai balaﬂces shouid equai hne 7 above: Enter the total of
carvied forward : T (849 10)
12." Totai fixed assets o 6,988 - 6,988 The asse! and investment register value of all fixed' assets and any
" and.long-term - o other [ong -tenn asseis held as at. 31 March
assels _ et .
13. Total borrowing ' 0 (} The outstandmg capital. ba!ance as at 31 March of a!l anns from

1hlrd pariles (tnoludlng P\NLB)




Annual Governance Statement

We acknowtedge as the members of the Council, our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of
internal control, including the preparation of the accounting statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and
helief, with respect to the accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that.

- PG Ref

* Please provide explanations 1o the external audsior ona separate sheei for each no’ response given, and descrrbe what acllon is

being taken to address the weaknesses identified.

Agreed? ‘YES' means that the Council:
‘ Yes | No* - :

1.- We have put in place arrangements for _ Sy _Properly sets nc; budget and o 6,12

w  effective financial management during the year and / . manages its mon_ev and prepares '
"o the preparation and approvai of the accountmg e 1 and approves its accounting
statements. : S statements as prescribed by faw.

2 We have marntatned arn adequate system of rniemal L a Made proper arrangemenis and e
control, including measures designed to prevent and : / ageepted responsibility for _
detect fraud and corruption, and reviewed rts o i safeguarding the public money and
sffectiveness.. resources in its charge

3. We have taken all reasonable steps to'agsure ourselves . . Has on[y dong things that it has the 6
that there are no matters of actual or potential non- - “ / “1-legal power to do and has
compllance with laws, regulations and codes of practice B A .conformed to codes of practice and _

‘that could have a significant financtal effect on the ability § - L standards. in the way it has done so.
of the Council to conduct its busmess or o its fmanc - : : L ' :
4 We have provided proper opportumiy for the exercise of i Has given all persons intefested the - | 6, 23
. electors' rights in accordance with the requirements of '/ ' dpportunity to inspect the body's
the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014, . S accounts as set out in the nofice of
: L audit. -

5, We have carried oul an assessment of the risis facing I Considered the ﬂnancral and other G, 9
the Council and taken appropriate steps ib manage / § risks it faces in the operation of the .
those risks, including the introduction of tnternai controls 1 body and has dealt with them
and/or extemal insurance cover where reqmred S A . properly. ' '

6. We have maintained an adequate and effactive syslern : + _ _' A Arranged for a competent person, 6,8
of internat audii of the accountmg records and control _ / o _ |ndependesni of the financial coritrols
systems throughout the year and have recewed a report S 1 and procedures, 1o give an objeclive
" from the internal auditor. view on whether these meet the

: _ needs of the body.

7. We have considered whether any litigation, liabilities or Disclosed averythmg i should have | 6
commitments, events of transactions, occurring either about its business during the year
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on inciuding events taking place after
the Councit and, where appropriate, have mcluded ihem : the year-end if relevant.
on the accounting statements: : o o

8 We have !aken approprrate aciron on all matiers raised | Consrdered and taken appropnate . 6 8 23
“in prevmus reporis from mternai and external audlt 1 action to address

issues/weaknesses brought o its
V. odf . j(b bﬂ_/ WM q G -atlention by both the rnternai and
o external auditors. _

9 Tfus! funds ~ The Councll acts as sole frustes for andis | Yes | No | N/A Has met all of ﬁs responsrb;lmes .' 3,6

responsrbse for managing trust fund(s)fassets We e e whare W s @ sole managing trustee
 exclude transactions related to these trusts from the ~ i of.alocal frust or trusts.

Accounting Statement. I our capacity as frustee, we : - S :

_have discharged our responsibility in refation to the NIA

accountability for the fund(s} including financial reportmg '

and, if requrreci independent exammat;on or aud;! ' _ N




Additional disclosure notes*

The followmg mformation is prowded to assrst the reacier to understand the accountlng statement anrjior the Armuai
Governance Statement

. Expenditure under S137 Local Govemment Act 1972 and SZ Locai Government Act 2000

Section 187(1) of the 1972 Act permits the Counil to Spend on activities for which it has no other specific powers if the
. Council considers that the expenduure is in the interests of, and wil bring direct benefit to, the area or any part of it, or allor
_ some of its inhabitants, providing that the benefit is cormensurate with the expenditure Bection 137(3} also permits. the
Coundll to incur expenditure for certain charifable and other purposes. The maximum expendnure that can be incurred under
* both section 137(1) and (3} for the financial year 2023-24 was £9.93 per elector.
In 2023-24, the Council made paymenls tatailmg £120 ] under SECHOH 137 These pay:nents are sncluded wuthm ‘Other
- .-payments in the Accounlmg Statemeni D .

i@m,t oka,wmﬂ ﬂw,@ qp/uﬁ @WWQWN
ad\ be, &M@M hvl H@ aowv»u( 3 |

* include here any adciltional dusclosures the Counmf consmars necessary fo a|d the reader’s understandmg of the accounting
statement and/or the annual governance statement.

Council approval and certification

The Council is respansible for the preparation of the accounting statements and the annual governance stalement in accordance
with the requirements of the Public Audit {Waies} Act 2004 {the Act) and the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014.

Gertification. by the RFO . R - - | Approval by the Gouncil .

| certify that the accounting staterments contained in thls Annual | confirm that these accounting statements and Annual
Return present fairly the. financial position of the Council, and its ‘Governance Statement were approved by the Coungil
‘income and expenditure; or properly presemnt réceipts and. ... 1 under m;nute reference:

payments, as the case may he, for the year ended

31March2024. . Mmut;e*’ef: ,/,/ _//

Chau‘ sugnature '

" e | M/m

e Tl SO B> Toves
pate; (= QU Qogs o D*




Archwilio Cymru

Audit Wales

Auditor General’s report and audit opinion

| certify that | have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31
March 2024 of Llanfaethlu and Llanfwrog Community Council. My audit has been
conducted on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the
requirements of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance
issued by the Auditor General for Wales.

Audit opinion: Qualified

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of

my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for

concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return:

o has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;

o that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met;

o is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and

° that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure
economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources.

Basis of Qualification
Accounting Statement

| am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement properly presents

the Council’s receipts and payments and financial position:

° As noted in the Internal Audit report, not all payments were supported by
appropriate documentation, and there was no clear audit trail to demonstrate
that payments had been properly approved and duly recorded by the Council.

o The Council has not provided a full and quantified explanation of variances
between the current and prior years’ accounts.

o The Council has not provided a properly completed bank reconciliation as at 31
March 2024.

Annual Governance Statement

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s
internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:

Assertion 1: Approval of the accounting statements

o The Council does not publish its minutes online; as a result, there is insufficient
evidence to confirm that the accounting statements and the Annual Governance
Statement were formally approved by the Council.

Page 1 of 3 - Auditor General’s report and audit opinion - please contact us in Welsh
or English / cysylltwch & ni'n Gymraeg neu’'n Saesneg.



Assertion 3: Complying with relevant laws and regulations

o The Council did not make proper arrangements for the approval of the accounts
in line with the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 and failed to
approve the accounts by 30 June 2024.

o Section 50 of the Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru etc. Act 2013
requires the Council to publish its audited accounts online. Regulation 5 of the
Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 requires the Council to publish
the Annual Governance Statement alongside the accounts. Regulation 15 of the
2014 Regulations requires the Council to publish along with the accounts, any
certificate, opinion, or report issued, given or made by the Auditor General. The
Council has failed to publish its qualified audit reports from previous years.

Assertion 4: Exercise of electors’ rights

o The Council did not make proper arrangements for the exercise of electors’
rights to inspect the accounts, as the Council’s stated approval of the accounts
on 17 October 2025 fell after the statutory inspection period.

Assertion 7 and 8:

o The Annual Governance Statement is incomplete as Assertion 7 and 8 were not
answered.

Inconsistencies between Annual Governance Statement and Internal Audit report:
The assertions made by the Council in its Annual Governance Statement are not
consistent with the evidence presented in the Internal Audit report.

Other matters and recommendations

| draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.

Notice of Completion of Audit

The Council does not publish on its website the information it is required to publish
electronically by section 55 of the Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru etc.
Act 2013 and the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021.

We recommend that the Council publishes the Notice of Completion of Audit on its
website each year.

Value for money

We note that the Council has not claimed VAT to which it may be entitled.

Page 2 of 3 - Auditor General’s report and audit opinion - Please contact us in Welsh
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We recommend that the Council seeks to recover as much VAT as possible in order
to strengthen its financial position and ensure value for money.

There are no further matters | wish to draw to the Council’s attention.

Date: 25/02/2026

Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales

Page 3 of 3 - Auditor General’s report and audit opinion - Please contact us in Welsh
or English / Cysylltwch & ni'n Gymraeg neu’n Saesneg.



Annual internal audit report to:

Name of body: : -CylﬁgOI?_Cyﬁlliniéd Llanfacthlu & le1fWrOg Community Counceil -

The Council’s internal audit, acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of risk,
has included carrying out a selective assessment of compliance with relevant procedures and controls expected
to be in operation during the financial year ending 31 March 2024,

The internal audit has been carried out in accordance with the Council's needs and planned coverage. On the basis of
the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised

in this table. Set cut below are the objectives of internal controt and the internal audit conclusions on whether,

in ait significant respects, the following conirol objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a
standard adequate to meet the needs of the Council.

Agreed? 1 Outline of work undertaken as part of
| Yes | No* .| nA - - "Not o the intémal audit (NB not required if.
S - g0 _ detailed internal audlt report presented
: covered™"
‘ ‘ _ _ 7 0 1 to body)
1. Appropnate books of accounlhave o S D Evidence provided as per C_ash '
. been properly kept throughout the - | ' YES T f 1. o) Book, although see point 2 below,
2. F_inancial-regulations'have been | .- S b b0 ¢ | Noevidence to suggest that all the
. met, payments were supported by 1" " o o . | payments were approved at Councit.
~ inveices, expenditure was approved |. - , ~ o | meetings and there was a
and VAT was appropnaiely SRR S P o | significant absence in the
accounted for. - - : N sop o o documentation (invoices) in order
_ b S ofoe o | to back up the payment. .
‘ Uiﬁk 1 A’E) [/E ¢ 1 o : The Council needs to carry cut an

S L No - | =~ .o urgent review of its Financial
W&m : c%?cw‘,' - 3 4. ot . ] Reguiations. To review its
SR o a4 effectiveness, the Council also
) ' s o . ! needs to maintain an adequate
sysiem of internal control,
including measures designed o
prevent and detect fraud and

_ corruptlon _

3 T he body assessed the sugnuﬁcant S o o For the purpose of assessmg the
risks to achieving its objectives and o o -1 o} Council’s risks, a copy of the
reviewed the adequacy of o b o i Insurance policy was not provided
arrangements 1o manage these. S A .. 71 to determine whether an adequate

' R ' No i ' - | policy was in place and whether all -

assets were covered. Suggest that
‘the Council reviews its Risk

I Assessment Policy in order to.

| eliminate all potential risks.

4 The annual precept/levylresource I R b | Although minimal transactions are
demand requiremént resulted from . i o] e | made throughout the year, there
an adequate budgetary progess, L~ T o o oo was no evidence that an adequate
. progress against the budget was B it T budgetary process was followed to
regularly monitored, and reserves b Ne o o ~ | support the fise in the precept and
were appropriaie : N bk o) the expected expenditure. No

| evidence provided that the budget
was regularly monitored. Adequate -
reserves held,




'"5 Expeczad income was fully

received, based on correct prices,
‘property recorded-and promptly '
banked, and VAT was appropnately
accounted for

| MNo*

6 Petty cash payments were properly

supporied by receipts, expendlture
was approved and VAT

appropriately accounted for, -

7. Salaries to employees and -

_al!o_wa'nces 1o members were paid - -

in accordance with minuted .
approvals, and PAYE-and NI

_requirements were properly applied..

~ Agreed?
NIA

WA |

‘Outline of work undertaken as part of

Not

coverad"

the internal audit (NB not required if
detailed internal audit report presented
to body) : :

As per bank statements. _
However, VAT paid on the i invoices

- needs I:o be reclaimed.

No. 1. ..

"i-”;'xe Council pays one Cheque over”

| to the' HMRC at the end of the
| financial year and this has been

presented for payment. However, it
“would appear that the Clerk has not

1 made any arrangements to submit .

an RTI submission so that the

8 Asse! and mvestmem registers

were complete, accurate, and
properly maintained.

- No

9. Periodic and year-end bank account
reconc:hatlons were properiy carned g

oul

10 Accounhng statements preparec!

during the year were prepared on
the correct accounting basis

(receipts and paymentsfincome and |

expenditure), agresd with the
cashbook, were supported by an
- ‘adequate audit trajt from underlying
records, and where appropriate,
debtors and creditors were properly
. recorded,

‘ Yes.

1 annual P60 is produced.

1 No evidential (ph’otographic)

documentation provided and see
point 3 above regarding adequate
‘insurance cover. :

" iAs per Cash Bo(ﬁ)i( and Bank

Statements reconc:led at year-end.

The fmanclal statement has baen
prepared in accordance with the
income and expenditure accounting
basis. However, as mentioned

| above, not all were supported by

the appropriate document and there
is no clear audit trail approved and
duty recorded by the Council.

11. Trust funds (inctuding chafilable
trusts), The Coundil has met its

responisibilities asatrustee s IR A

controts exisied:

For any. nsk areas 1dentlﬁed by the Couyneil (Iist any other risk areas beicw oron separate sheets if needed) adequate

o Yes

12. Standing Orders

Nol
‘coveradrt

Outli_n_e ofwork undertaken as part of

"7 the internal audit (NB not required if

detailed internal audit report presented :

1to body)

‘No

The Counml wu!l need to review its

- Standing Order policy and take
~| negessary steps to avoid that there

are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, '
regulations and codes of practice
-that could have a significant

“1 financial efféct on the ability of the

Council to conduct its business or
cn |t$ fmances




13 Electoral nghts U

MM M—Mﬁm‘ﬂ?

‘ig 'Q,Q,, Mﬂ’lc@ﬂbu{,

M webhote-. L] e |

1 The Counml has nol prowded

proper opportunity for the exercise

1 of electors’ rights in accordance
1 with the requirements of the

Accounts and Audit (Wales)
Regulations 2014. This Annual
Refurn was presented to the

1 Internal Auditor along with the
2024]25 Retum in September 2025

14 Websnte & fitectvamc Pubilshmg
i oflnformation

Foltowmg on from point 13 above,
“the Council does not maintain a
proper wehbsite, does not publish its

| minutes along with ALL other

relevant statutory documentatlon

15 Biodiversity & Trai'ni'ﬁg Plan

.Nox

16 Members Allowance o | /
fA‘LLwMM

In accur_dance w:th the relevant
statutory legislation, there is no
evidénce that the Councii-has -
began the process of adoptmg hoth

| these policnes

- 'The Council has failed to comply

with this annual requirement.

(’_'L__ c@cw M\S T —i{\"wr@w a

= .
*If tl response is no’, p!ease state the m%atsons and action being taken to address any weakness in contro! ldentsfted

(add separate sheets if nesded).

internal audit confirmation

i/we confirm that as the Council's internal auditor, {fwe have not been involved in a management or administsative role within the
body (including preparation of the accounts) or as a member of the body during the financial years 2022-23 and 2023-24. | also
confirm that there are no conflicts of interest surrounding my appointment.

Name of'.person who caffied out Vthe. internat audit_: s

! Date:

Signature of person who carried out the internal 'a_ddit: R

" MR J ALUN FOULKES

- 5% OCTOBER 2025,
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